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THIS ISSUE’S THEME: INTERCONNECTEDNESS
Merging our various paths makes us a stronger community.
By Jennifer Vest, Ed.D., Director, All Souls School

In the town of Reggio Emilia, the piazza, or central town square, serves as the hub of community life. Citizens of all ages gather in the piazza to shop in the markets, discuss politics, and share news of their day, as
their children delightfully frolic in the fountains in front of the majestic opera house. The piazza pulses with
life throughout the day, and into the evening, demonstrating the interconnectedness of the community
members.

SPOTLIGHT:

THE PANCAKE BREAKFAST:
An All Souls School Tradition

When the preschools of Reggio Emilia were designed, the school leaders and architects knew that a space
reflective of the piazza needed to be integrated into the school buildings. They thoughtfully placed a central
gathering area for the parents, caregivers, children, and teachers to gently transition from home to school
each day. As children explore mirrored play structures and costume dress-up areas, parents and caregivers
chat and laugh with one another. Once the classrooms open for the morning and children begin their time
with their teachers, the parents and caregivers say their goodbyes and head out to begin their day.

Director’s essay, continued...
When I first came to All Souls School, I was delightfully surprised by the garden entrance to Wiggin House.
The stroller parking area, the children running up and down the ramp, and parents and caregivers chatting
on the church steps took me back to the piazzas of the schools in Reggio Emilia. All Souls families travel
from 19 different zip codes across the city, ranging from the Bronx to Chelsea, from Queens to the Upper
East Side. They come on foot, by subway, bus, taxi, or car to travel from home to school. Yet once parents
and children enter the gates of the garden, they join a shared community in All Souls School. The play and
conversations that occur in the garden knit together families across classes and ages.
As families merge their varied paths through the garden, they enter a school which intentionally builds on
this symbolic entry. In the classrooms, our teachers skillfully weave families’ backgrounds and experiences
into a curriculum for the entire group. This is evident in cultural celebrations, such as a group of parents leading activities for the Lunar New Year, as well as project work reflective of the greater community, such as the
development of a classroom coffee shop or bakery. Our Parents Association offers opportunities for families
to connect through service projects at Carl Schurz Park and family events like the Pancake Breakfast.
Through these experiences, both inside and outside of the classroom, children, families, and faculty/staff are
able to build deep connections that transcend differences that may arise from variations in geography, economic status, language or cultural background, race, and family structure. Sharing these early, formative years
in a warm, accepting, and inviting environment is critical for both children and families. When that environment intentionally shapes opportunities for interconnectedness, from the moment a family enters the garden
gate, children and families are able to begin the journey of childhood within a connected community.
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We are different. We are one.
See how interconnectedness manifests in the classroom.
4(A) – From Audrey Matson

The work in 4A is all about beginnings---connecting to teachers and new children. The curriculum
also lends itself to connecting through shared experiences---comparing apples in the fall, playing
shadow games and learning new songs. The concept of school is set. As the children move forward
they bring with them the meaning of friendship and memories of fun times together.
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3(A) – From Emily Ehmer

One of the ways the 3A children are interconnecting
with others in the school is by inviting them into their
classroom to experience their “big projects.” The AM
class invited some 3B students for a test flight on
their airplane and the rest of our neighbors came for
flights these past two weeks, as well as some other
classes in the school.
The PM class invited other classmates to their bakery
to purchase food they made. The 3A children were
delighted to invite others in their school to visit their
classroom, as they’ve been invited into other
classrooms to check out their work as well.

&
2(A) – From LouAnn O’Hora
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2A has become interconnected through the emerging sense of humor all the young
4's share. They love to remember, repeat, and talk about funny classroom occurrences, hear silly story books, sing silly songs, try saying tongue twisters, come up with
rhyming and nonsense words. It makes for lots of fun and positive energy in multiple
situations!
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3(B) – From Jackie Jediny
Over the past few months, 3B children
have been playing coffee shop. After
visiting 3A Airlines, they became inspired
by how well the 3A children performed
their airline jobs. This became a big
motivation and inspiration for designing
how our 3B coffee shop jobs would work.
Children noticed how working together
as a team made the airline "so fun." Later
that week, children signed-up for coffee
shop jobs in order to make our upcoming coffee shop run more smoothly with
teamwork.

2(B) – From Elise Teichert
Over the past few months, the children in 2B have been working on a variety of collaborative projects. One of the long-term projects is an example of interconnectedness. As
a result of the creation of large-sized figures made from paper and tape, the children
became excited about turning these figures into puppets for a story. After considerable
discussion and experimentation, this idea grew into the development of stories written
by small groups of children from which the puppets were made and puppet shows produced for the school and 2B parents. These puppet stories then became books that the
children illustrated. These books are now borrowed by 2B children and shared with family
members for a night and returned to school so that another child can have a turn to bring
it home. All of this work required children to listen to one another, brainstorm, accommodate the needs and ideas of others and work hard, both individually and collectively, on
tasks toward a common end. Not only were the 2B children working together but they
pulled in the school community and the children’s families. Borrowing the finished books
creates a circle in which children share their stories with family and friends outside of
school, thus increasing community connections.

R
E
S
P
E
C
T

CLASS
2B
CANDIDS
CLASS
3A AM
CANDIDS

ALL SOULS AT HOME
GLOBAL INTERCONNECTEDNESS:
You are here. We are here. It’s (y)our world.

CLASS
3A PM
CANDIDS

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND.
Make this map your own. Color it, discuss it, explore it...enjoy it!
HERE’S ONE IDEA ON HOW TO USE THIS MAP:
USE COLOR TO IMAGINE RELATIONSHIPS + SET INTENTIONS
In RED make a dot showing where you live
In ORANGE make dots on places where you have family
In YELLOW make dots on places where you have friends
In GREEN make dots on places you have visited
In BLUE make dots on places you would like to visit
In PURPLE make dots showing which countries foods you have tried
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THE TEACHER SAYS...
An Interview with John Perlich
By Max Wolf, Class 4Bpm

SOULS

Beloved veteran All Souls teacher, John Perlich, connects with his
student, Max, over a shared love of chocolate.
Max: Where are you from?
John: I’m from the Midwest. I was born in Iowa, and grew up in
Minnesota. I came to New York from Minneapolis.
Max: I was born in Chile. What neighborhood do you live in?
John: I live in the West Village in the Meatpacking District.
MW: How long have you been a teacher?
JP: This is my 18th year.
MW: Have you had any other jobs?
JP: Yes, I have been around the block a couple of times. Before I was a teacher, I was in the fashion jewelry
business. I put costume jewelry together that was sold to retail stores.
MW: What do you like most about 4B?
JP: That’s hard to answer because there are so many things I love doing here, but probably the one thing
that is really very nice is when I read a story to somebody. I think that is a very special time for me.
MW: What is your favorite children’s book?
JP: My favorite storybook is Caps for Sale.
MW: What is your favorite grown up book?
JP: That’s a hard one, because it depends on what I’m reading. I’m currently reading a series called
44 Scotland Street, written by Alexander McCall Smith, a Scottish writer.
MW: What do you like most about All Souls?
JP: There are so many things, but probably the thing that I think about is the community, all of the people
who are in the school. They are really such wonderful people, and very nurturing.
MW: What do you do when you are not teaching?
JP: I like listening to music, all kinds of music. I like going to the theater, and, I like to go to museums.
MW: What is your favorite color?
JP: I probably wear blue most of the time, but I think my favorite color is green.
MW: What are your plans for this summer?
JP: Just to hang out and sit in the little park by my house, take walks along the river, see friends, go to museums, and go to lots of Mostly Mozart concerts.
MW: What is your favorite healthy food?
JP: I like salads, but they have to have a little meat in them, like a Chef’s salad, or a Cobb salad.
MW: What’s your favorite junk food?
JP: My favorite junk food currently is New York cheddar chips. They are potato chips that are flavored with
New York cheddar cheese.
MW: Do you like chocolate? What’s your favorite type of chocolate?
JP: I love chocolate. My favorite would be the hot chocolate that you get from Paris that is very thick.
MW: Mine is bark. What’s the most fun place you have ever visited?
JP: I really love going to Paris. It’s such an exquisite city, and the food is so good. All the street food is just
fabulous. Also, I like Taiwan a lot. There’s just an ambience that I love about it, especially the night market in
Taipei. The food is just, “snaps fingers.” I’m a real foodie.
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THE SCHOOL DIRECTOR SAYS...
An Interview with Jennifer Vest
By PA President Kelli Cooney

Kelli Cooney: How does the Reggio philosophy at our school promote
an actively interconnected atmosphere?
Jennifer Vest: Our colleagues in Reggio Emilia describe their educational approach as a “pedagogy of relationships.” Curriculum and interactions radiate from this idea of placing relationships at the center of
the classroom experience. Interconnectedness in our school community is built on a focus on the relationships between children, teachers,
staff, parents and caregivers.
KC: Where have you noticed the most meaningful connections at the school this year?
JV: The parent visiting days are a powerful example of how we build connections at All Souls. Having children, teachers and parents sharing the classroom experience bridges the children’s two worlds of home and
school. I absolutely loved peeking in the rooms to see parents sitting on the floor building with magna-tiles,
or sinking their fingers into playdough! Watching the children take ownership of their classroom space and
experience as they described their project work was such a joy!
KC: In what ways can parents most effectively connect to what goes on in the classroom?
JV: By coming into the classroom. Our teachers do a wonderful job of creating newsletters and blogs to
share the learning that occurs in the classroom, but spending time in the classroom can’t be replaced. By
necessity, many of our families depend on caregivers to drop-off and pick-up, but if a parent can come at
least once a week to say hello to their child’s teachers, classmates and other parents, examine the work that
is posted on the walls, and see their child in the classroom environment, their understanding of their child’s
life in school will be much deeper.
KC: How can we help our children better connect with the community outside of All Souls and how can
parents best support that?
JV: Walking in your neighborhood! This year, I have learned so much about my new home on the Upper
East Side by walking to and from work everyday. This is one of the benefits of living in New York City. It is a
walkable city and there is so much to see and learn!
KC: How does interconnectedness play into how the teachers bridge the curriculum for the children
from one year to the next?
JV: Our teachers carefully scaffold experiences from year to year. In the first year, our teachers support
children in learning how to be a member of a classroom community. They lay the foundation for project
work by introducing children to a variety of materials and their uses. As children move into their second
and third years in the school, they build on those foundational experiences as they learn to collaborate with
classmates and teachers, as well as use materials to express their questions and ideas.
KC: How do children and families continue to stay connected to their All Souls values and friends once
they leave the school?
JV: Staying connected to friends once you no longer attend the same school takes effort! I have observed
that the bonds families form during the preschool years can be long-lasting. You have connected with a
group of people in a very unique life-stage: parenting young children, which you may not share with other
groups of friends. We have so many tools today that help us stay connected, so even if you can’t see friends
on a daily basis at school, you can connect in other ways. And of course, alumni are always welcome at our
Festival of Friends celebration, or to stop by All Souls for a visit on a day off!

ALL SOULS, ALL VOICES
THE CHILD SAYS...
An Interview with Elliott Wallis, age 5
By Alexander Rowley (All Souls alum, age 14)
In keeping with past issues, we present an interview between a
current All Souls student and his older cousin, an alum who was in
class 2B in 2007.
Alexander: Did you know that I went to All Souls about ten years
ago?
Elliott: Yes! I know you were in 2B with Elise and Shelagh.
Was Winnie your teacher too?
Alexander: I don’t remember Winnie. What are some of your favorite things to do with your friends?
Elliott: It’s fun to play on the roof because you can make up imaginary games and play real games.
Alexander: Hmmm interesting. Do you have any animals in the classroom? I know you love animals.
Elliott: We have snails! They don’t have names. But one day I came in and there were a jillion snails - they
had babies. That was nine weeks ago. We give them cucumber and water. Now they are teenagers like you!
Alexander: What’s your favorite job in the classroom?
Elliott: Snack helper is fun because you get to pass out the snacks to every table.
Alexander: When I was at All Souls we went on some fun field trips. Did you take any this year?
Elliott: I liked it when we went to the greenmarket downtown. And also when we went to the apple
orchard in the country. That was so beautiful. And also my favorite one was when we went to a library.
Do you remember any of your field trips?
Alexander: I remember the apple orchard. That must be a tradition here. Which All Souls School tradition
do you prefer - the Saturday Pancake Breakfast or the Book Fair?
Elliott: I like both a lot. Do you remember them too?
Alexander: I remember the book fair, but it’s been a while.
Elliott: Do you remember the Festival of Friends?
Alexander: Oh yes, I really loved that tradition. It was out on the street. That’s a great memory. We have
some family traditions that connect us together at certain times of the year.
Elliott: Like our family dinners on Sunday nights sometimes. Or at the holidays when we are together to
sing carols and we are always the Ten Lords a Leaping! You know, I’ve seen you act and sing in plays and
operettas at your school. Did you do story plays when you were at All Souls?
Alexander: I think so. Yes, I do like to sing, and I know you like to sing too. It’s great to have you come to
see me perform at my school. We are interconnected through our love of music and singing too.
Elliott: How do you feel about going to 9th grade?
Alexander: I’m excited. Going to boarding school is going to be different, but I’m excited.
Elliott: What do you want to be when you grow up?
Alexander: Maybe a lawyer...? I might be good at that because I like to argue.
Elliott: Well I don’t think people should argue. I think people should learn how to figure things out so they
don’t have to argue.
Alexander: What do you want to be when you grow up?
Elliott: I want to be a teacher in 2B. And a poet. And a singer. Or maybe president of the United States.
Alexander: Well, a singing, teaching president! I look forward to the President Wallis Administration!
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JOKE BREAK:
Where do pencils go
for vacation....?
Pennsylvania...!

ALL SOULS IN THE COMMUNITY
TRADITIONS: THE ALL SOULS SCHOOL BOOK FAIR

The annual Book Fair was held March 11th at Books of Wonder on West 18th Street.
Author-Illustrator Ruth Chan read to the children and everyone enjoyed snacks and crafts.
The All Souls School Library was the recipient of many new donated books. Thank you to
everyone who attended, donated books, donated to the Library Fund and volunteered!
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ALL SOULS ONLINE

Please visit the All Souls website to check the school calendar, your class page,
view many more photos, and download an array of articles and forms.
1000 thank yous to the parents, teachers, students, and administrators
who contributed to this issue of the All Souls School Newsletter
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ALL SOULS, ALL HEART

WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER By Alicin Williamson, President, Board of Trustees
Whenever I speak at an All Souls School event or about All Souls School, I often talk about the curious, kind humans our children are becoming, the appreciation I have for the adults at school who are
amazing guides in this trip called parenthood, and the joy I have knowing how ready our children are
wherever they go to school next.
Recently, I’ve also been very focused on the importance of community. The All Souls School community is a special one, and I think by now we all know that. But, I have become keenly aware how
fortunate we are that for at least a minimum of six hours a week, our external hearts are safe, cared
for, encouraged, and challenged in a community of caring and kindness. There is intentionality in the
mission of the school, and the community that comes together because of their appreciation of that
mission is organic.
We are a community that understands the value of a school that nurtures a sense of wonder. As a
community of All Souls School parents, we know that children working as a group, collaborating and
sharing with others, builds self-confidence as well as empathy. We also are a community of parents
who encourage each other, pick up each other’s children, and confess our child-rearing mistakes
over coffee or sometimes wine. We know about our special community of faculty that has made
early childhood education a recognized, highly intellectual and important pursuit. What we don’t
talk about nearly as much is the community of parents who have come together around a belief that
children can be challenged, curious, creative, and find joy when in an environment that recognizes
their individual abilities and allows them to contribute to their own learning. This community continues beyond the years at All Souls School and begets, among other things, truly incredible intelligent,
innovative, and kind humans.

WHAT WE DO WITH WHAT YOU GIVE
Want to know where your donations go?
Here’s a quick hit list of the funds that support our school.
The Gunnar Johannsen/Kefalidis Tuition Assistance Fund Fully supported by contributions from parents
and friends, as well as the proceeds of the Annual Benefit, scholarships are awarded on the basis of need
by a non-parent committee of the Board of Trustees.
The Dr. Jean Mandelbaum Teachers’ Enrichment Fund This fund allows teachers to attend professional
conferences, pursue educational interests, and receive short-term, no-interest loans.
The Director’s Fund for Children’s Special Needs Started with a large donation from a school family, this
fund: helps provide consultants (such as speech therapists, psychologists, and social workers) to the staff;
adds materials or personnel to the classroom when special circumstances arise; and provides the Director
with the ability to meet unexpected needs appropriately and promptly.
Unrestricted Needs Fund As a not-for-profit institution, the school depends on donations to this fund to
help support operating activities.

ALL SOULS, ALL GROWN UP
WHAT WE DO WITH WHAT
WE LEARN HERE
In this section, we feature alumni who have
pursued careers related to our issue’s theme,
in this case interconnectedness. Meet a very
awesome All Souls grad.
Michael Pinsky (1996-1998)
My strongest and fondest memories of All
Souls School involve the people. When I think
back to my preschool days, twenty years since
moving up to kindergarten, my teachers and
friends from All Souls are still central . Since
leaving All Souls, interconnectedness and
teamwork continue to play a central role in
my life. From acting in high school plays at
Collegiate, to joining the club baseball team
at Princeton, and now to working in baseball
operations for the New York Yankees, the
values of togetherness that All Souls cultivated through playing with classmates on the
roof and singing songs together downstairs
have gained real meaning. My work is often
focused on collaboration and assisting others,
and I’ve experienced not only the importance
of this type of work, but also the joy of it. For
me, these concepts began at All Souls, and
I am grateful to have had such a meaningful
preschool experience.

A NIGHT
IN HAVANA:

Photos from the School’s
Benefit at Copacabana!
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NOTES FROM THE RAMP
We often feel the interconnectedness of our community at the end of the school
day, when children from
different classes run and
play together on the ramp...
aka the PIAZZA!
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STRAIGHT FROM THE ALL SOULS EXPERTS:
The best book and music selections to remind us of interconnectedness
from library guru Mari Schermeyer...

Mari’s book selections from the All Souls School Library contemplate interconnectedness in different and
meaningful ways: how people are alike and different but ultimately part of one nation, the special bond
between humans and animals, how we can learn from one another to save our environment, and finally,
how different celebrations bring us together

I Am America
by Charles R Smith
A powerful poem that
represents children of
diverse ethnic and racial
backgrounds. This book
celebrates the many faces that make up America:
“I am almond eyes. I am a
proud nose. I am
cheeks freckled the color
of a rose.” This selection
is a reminder that our
nation is made up of
many distinctive people
with various interests, all
part of the country we
call home.

Thank you, Mari!

Rhino In The House:
The Story of Saving
Samia by Daniel L. Kirk
Anna, a wildlife conservationist starts a
sanctuary in Kenya on
thousands of acres of
land to try to
stop rhino poachers.
The story focuses on
one rhino calf Anna
calls “Samia.” Anna
reads to Samia, feeds
her formula, gives her
free run of her house,
reads to her to calm
her down and learns
to interpret Samia’s
vocalizations. But with
time, Samia gets bigger
and bigger — to the
point where she can’t
fit inside Anna’s house
any longer! It is time
for a tough decision:
Anna needs to reintroduce Samia to the wild
so she can lead her
life with the rest of her
kind.

Michael Recycle Meets
Litterbug Doug by Ellie
Bethel
Litterbug Doug lives atop
a garbage dump near a
quaint little town that recycles. Doug’s only
friends are a hundred rats
and two cats. When he decides to toss the two cats
down the hill, they
cause the dump of garbage
to fall onto the town. Just
then, Michael Recycle
swoops down in to proclaim, “Littering’s wrong:
you’ve got to recycle!”
Doug promises to convert
to recycle. He cleans up
his mess and becomes the
litter police. There’s even a
list of recycling tips to keep
our planet clean!

Children Just Like Me:
Celebrations by Barnabas
and Anabel Kindersley
The authors meet with
children around the world
as they celebrate their
favorite holidays and traditions. Readers can join in
with the children in celebrating important events
in their lives, while noting
similarities and differences
of the celebrations with
their own. While cultures
are different, in many ways
daily lives are very similar,
as are children’s hopes for
the future and their ways
of looking at the world.

JOKE BREAK:
WHY WAS SIX AFRAID OF SEVEN...?
BECAUSE...SEVEN EIGHT NINE...!
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...and music specialist Bill Gordh
Banjo Bill’s Songs of Interconnectedness:
Traditional Folksongs (and Guthrie tunes)
and some stories too! from Around the World
A curly headed kid with a sunshiny smile
Heard the roar of the plane as it sailed
through the sky
To her playmates she cried with her bright
twinkling eye
“My daddy rides that ship in the sky”
This is the first verse of the Woody Guthrie song
”My Daddy.” The second verse introduces another
child who tells how his daddy works in the yard and
makes the planes that the girl’s dad flies. The
narrator of the third verse is a girl who tells how her
daddy has a job in the airport where the plane will
land, “My daddy’ll bring your daddy back home.” Instead of presenting a competition amongst the children, Woody brings them all together, modeling a way
of seeing the interconnectedness in human relationships.

Pete Seeger often led the song “Somos El Barco”
(written by Lorre Wyatt) with a chorus:
Somos el barco; Somos el mar
Yo na-ve-go en ti; Tu na-ve-gas en mi.
We are the boat; We are the sea
I sail in you; You sail in me.
One of the verses points out how the building of
the boat takes many hands and that the sea we sail
on touches many lands. This is another powerful song
that offers a world view as inclusive.
In the fall newsletter on “Collaboration” I mentioned
some of the favorite songs at our All Souls Sings
including “This Land is Your Land,” “We All Work
Together” and “What Shall We Do When We
All Go Out.” As well as celebrating collaboration,
they speak of our connections to each other and the
land where we live. Children make personal connections all the time. Someone mentions “Red” and the
next thing you know, you will hear that “Red” is the
favorite color of two of the friends, that another has a
red car and another has a red backpack.

Sometimes we try and bring the children back to the subject at hand; however, at times perhaps we should
follow those paths musically instead. Sing a song that everyone knows and then let that song be the inspiration for the next song to sing. Keep singing and the connections will occur. Experiencing connectedness has
a greater impact than just hearing about it.

THE BACK PAGE

Every morning when I leave my building for school,
my doorman Owen says “Hello, my friend.” I then
look at him and say “Good morning!”
-Anabella Sperduto, 4B

“I say hello to other kids who ride their scooters to
school.” -Soren Stavenas, 4B

“My daddy and I take the E & the 6 trains to school everyday. I
love to stop and dance with all of the subway performers we
meet on the way.” -Savannah Hooper-Shulman, 4Apm

“I say hi to my halmoni
(grandmother). She’s in
heaven. I wave to her in
the sky everyday.”
-Brandon Lin, 3Aam

“I say hi to my teachers.”
-Adam Lin 3Aam
I like to say “Hola!” to
Edgar our Super who is
teaching Spanish to me
and my brother.
-Walter Kaseman, 4A

“I say ‘Hi, guys!’ to
my big brothers each
morning, and then
we just start building
Legos.”
-Ben Gillespie, 2A

“I love seeing my sister!”
-Jonah Pfeister, 2B
“I say hi to the mailman. His name is Andrew.”
-Ian Madero, 3Aam

“I love seeing Arabella (our next door neighbor
who is 3.5). I love seeing her in the neighborhood
and in our building.” -Olivia Gutman, 2B

“I say hi to Susan Malone and all
of my teachers everyday when I
am in school!” -Anya Rughwani, 3B
“I say hi to my friends in the hallway before
class starts.” - Christian Lahner, 3Apm
“I wave to Tatiana as we pass the barber shop
each morning. She’s the only one who has ever cut
my hair. I also say hello to Caren and Mari when I
see them in the morning.” -Elliott Wallis, 2B
“I say hi to everyone in my class.”
-Lev Selman, 3Aam

When I go food shopping
with my mom and she orders
sliced ham, Tom the deli man
always gives me a slice to eat
and I say “Thank you!”
-JP Metcalf, 4B

“I say hi to anyone in the elevator.”
-Luca Brown 3Aam
“I say hi to Amar. He lives in my building.
He goes to 20A.” -Rafay Kharal, 3Aam
“When I return home the first thing I do is say
“HELLLOOO! I’m back! Where is my brother?!”
- Julian Freedman, 3Apm

“I say hi to my doorman, any doorman. There’s Adolfo,
and Mario, but Owen retired.” -Eloise Cohen, 3Aam

THINK ABOUT SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHOM YOU GREET
(AND WHO GREET YOU) THROUGHOUT THE DAY...
Parents, neighbors, doormen, bus drivers, shop owners, teachers...

