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THIS ISSUE’S THEME: 
ENVIRONMENT

The All Souls School environment
Inspiring creativity, learning, 

and imagination
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DIRECTOR'S WELCOME
ENVIRONMENT BY 
Jennifer Vest, Ed.D., 
Director, All Souls School

Our environments shape our experiences. The natural 
environment and the human design for adaptation to 
that environment impact how we live our daily lives. As 
we layer functional design with purposeful design, the 
users, intention, and objects in the space are thought-
fully considered. Schools are uniquely designed spac-
es, reflections of the climate, culture, age, and pedago-
gy to which they subscribe. In a well-designed school, 
the environment serves as another teacher to guide, 
support, and stimulate children’s learning. 

The educators of Reggio Emilia cite this concept of 
the “environment as teacher” as a foundational block 
of their pedagogical approach. The physical classroom 
environment of Reggio schools is often the first aspect 
of the approach that intrigues visitors. Classrooms 
filled with light and open space, with natural materials 
that are well-organized and beautifully displayed are 
often in stark contrast to the “typical” early childhood 
classrooms with which many visitors are accustomed. 
Wall displays include photographs of children engaged 
in their work, transcripts of children’s conversations 
and teachers’ descriptions, and selected representa-
tions of children’s work. 

As one peels back the layers of the “environment as 
teacher” in Reggio schools, the inherent respect and 
trust of young children emerges more fully. Furniture 
that is child-sized, materials that are readily available, 
and assorted trays and baskets for carrying those ma-
terials promote children’s independence in the space 
and the freedom to work without adult assistance. 
The furniture arrangement and the selected materi-
als, in addition to the routines that teachers have in-
troduced, guide the children in their exploration and 
use of the classroom. The children have learned the 
classroom is their space and take great pride and 
ownership in it. 

At All Souls, as a school guided by constructivist phi-
losophy and inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach, 
we fully embrace this vision of the environment as 
teacher. While the attributes of Wiggin House phys-
ically shape the canvas on which we work, teachers 
and administrators carefully choose the furniture, 
equipment, and materials for that space. Furniture ar-
rangement, rotation of materials, and display spaces 
more subtly guide children’s movement, grouping, and 
engagement. When disagreements or disengagement 
becomes apparent, an alteration of the physical envi-
ronment is often the first consideration, and can aid in 
the resolution of the difficulty. 

When you visit our classrooms, reflect on your child’s 
interaction with the space: the pride and ready inde-
pendence in how they place their belongings in their 
cubby, their ability to move freely in the space, their 
understanding of the routines and materials for their 
use. This ownership of their classroom comes from 
the deeply rooted respect and trust our teachers have 
placed in the children, from the understanding this is 
truly a space for children. And every child knows this, 
as they beam with joy when they say, “All Souls is MY 
school.”
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Naomi: What do you like best about your current 
school, Trevor?
Teddy: It has a lot of fun activities.  Good question!
Naomi: What did you like best about All Souls?
Teddy: The old roof.
Naomi: Oh yes, the roof!  What is your favorite thing 
to do every day?
Teddy: Play soccer.
Naomi: Why?
Teddy: Because I like to run around and have fun. 
That’s a good question!
Naomi: Where is your favorite place to go?
Teddy: Mexico.
Naomi: Why?
Teddy: Because it is so fun and has a lot of beaches.
Naomi: Have you ever been to the zoo?
Teddy: Yes, you get to see a lot of different animals 
and hear them make noises.
Naomi: What is your favorite animal at the zoo?
Teddy: Cheetah! 
Naomi: Knew it because I love cheetahs!  What do 
you like best about them?
Teddy: They’re fast!
Naomi: What’s your favorite book?
Teddy: Big Nate
Naomi: Do you like snow?

Teddy: Yes, because you can play and throw  
snowballs at your dad.
Naomi: Oh yes, that’s what we can do!  What’s your 
favorite food?
Teddy: Burgers!
Naomi: I knew it!  What would you be if you could be 
anything?
Teddy: A soccer player
Naomi: What do you play in soccer?
Teddy: Goalkeeper, mostly.
Naomi: What do you like about your classroom at 
Trevor?
Teddy: It has a lot of games.
Naomi: What games does it have?
Teddy: Connect Four, Trouble, Uno, Phase Ten, Check-
ers, Chess, Monopoly Junior.  My favorite is Connect 
Four. What do you like best in your classroom?
Naomi: In 2b I have two favorite things  - I like projects 
area and boat area, and everything!

ALL SOULS, ALL VOICES
THE CHILD SAYS...
An Interview with Teddy Kromberg (All Souls alum, age 9) 
By Naomi Kromberg, age 5

In keeping with the tradition of All Souls’ 
newsletters, we feature an interview  
between a current student and a sibling who 
also attended All Souls.  Here we spotlight  
a conversation between Naomi Kromberg, 
2B, and her brother Teddy, an All Souls  
alumnus who is currently attending Trevor.
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Delicious baked good were sold to raise money for the 
All Souls Soup Kitchen; winter coats and pajamas were 
purchased and gift wrapped, and 5 huge bags of new 
toys were collected for local children through Stockings 
With Care; recycled coats were donated for the Urban 
Outreach Center at Jan Hus Church; and over 200 
heartfelt holiday cards were created, by the children, for 
the guests of the All Souls Soup Kitchen. The generosity 
of our community was felt as we made the holiday sea-
son much brighter and warmer for New Yorkers in need.

In early December the All Souls Community came together for the second annual Giving Days

SECOND ANNUAL ALL SOULS GIVING DAYS

A L L  S O U L S

TRADITIONS: THE ALL SOULS SCHOOL BOOK FAIR

Author Eva Chen read to the children and everyone 
enjoyed snacks and crafts. The All Souls School Li-
brary was the recipient of many new donated books.  
Thank you to everyone who attended, donated, and 
volunteered!

The annual Book Fair was held March 9th  
at Books of Wonder on West 18th Street.
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I N  T H E  COMMU N I T Y

It may have been the coldest night of the year, but 
the Benefit team brought the Big Easy’s hottest cel-
ebration to the Big Apple.  Sugartone Brass Band got 
parents, teachers, and friends in the Mardi Gras spirit 
and on the dance floor.

The live auction was a highlight of the night, with par-
ents bidding on exciting experiences like NCAA Final 
Four packages, a class party at a firehouse, and the 
chance for a student to be Head of School for a day.

Dinner was inspired by New Orleans, with dishes like 
muffalettas, jambalaya, and oyster po’boys. And the 
hurricanes were flowing!

The evening ended with a second line led by our own 
Jennifer Vest. Benefit co-chairs Angela Cenedella and 
Jennifer Llamas want to thank all the Parent Volunteers 
who graciously gave their time and hard work to make 
our event a success!  As they say in Nola, Laissez les 
bon temps rouler!

On Thursday, January 31st, the PA hosted “Mardi Gras in Manhattan” at 230 Fifth Rooftop Bar.

ALL SOULS PARENTS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL BENEFIT



6

Atlas: What trains do you take to get to school everyday? 
Jazell: In the morning, I wake up and take a bus to the 
F train. I take the F train to Bleecker Street, and then I 
transfer to the 6 train. And then I get off right here on 
77th Street.
Atlas: Do you know there's a song called Bleecker 
Street? 
Jazell: There is? 
Atlas: Yes. Simon and Garfunkel sing it! Is the train very 
crowded?
Jazell: The train is very crowded... every day. But today 
wasn't so bad; I got a seat. And sometimes, I take the Q 
train home. 
Atlas: You know, when we were on the 6 train, there was 
someone sharing the seat. 
Jazell: Oh? When did you take the 6 train, was this 
recent? 
Atlas: Yeah, when we were going to Grand Central. 
Jazell: And did you take the Q train to Brooklyn? 
Atlas: We've been on the Q train when we were going 
to the Aquarium. Yes, we were going to Brooklyn. The 
Transit Museum is there, but not in that Brooklyn.
Jazell: A different part of Brooklyn, right, the Transit 
Museum and the Aquarium. 
Atlas: Yeah. 

Atlas: Do you like music? 
Jazell: I do like music. 
Atlas: What song is your favorite? Do you like Karma 
Chameleon?! 
Jazell: I listen to a lot of 90's R&B. I don’t have any par-
ticular songs but some of my favorite artists are Mariah 
Carey, Boys II men, Michael Jackson, and Mary J Blige. 

Atlas: What instruments do you play?
Jazell: I play the flute. 
Atlas:  I have a flute! What songs do you know on the 
flute?
Jazell: I know My Heart Will Go On and Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star. 

Atlas: What favorite part of class do you like? 
Jazell: I like going to the roof. I get to see everybody 
playing with their friends. Sometimes they like to play 
with me, or with Dani or with Laura; and try new things 
like tricycles or bouncy balls. 

Atlas: What do you do when you're not at school?
Jazell:  I like to read. I like taking walks. And I like exercising. 
Atlas: What is your favorite book?
Jazell: My favorite book is called Like Water for Chocolate.

Atlas: What favorite museum do you like?
Jazell: I like The Met. 
Atlas: Do you like the little Met [Met Breuer] and the 
big Met?! 
Jazell: I like the big Met. Have you been to that one? 
Atlas: Yeah, I've been to the big Met and the little Met. 
Jazell: You've been the both? 
Atlas:  Yes. 
Jazell: I know you and your mommy do a lot of fun 
things together. 
Atlas: Do you have a favorite thing you like to see at the 
big Met?
Jazell: Anything that has to do with pyramids. Have you 
seen that? 
Atlas: We see the mummies, and I feed the crocodile a 
penny... but just one penny, because he'll get a tummy 
ache if he eats too many.

THE TEACHER SAYS...
An Interview with Jazell Villanueva, by Atlas Anderson, Class 4A MWF

ALL SOULS, ALL VOICES

Atlas, age 3, was enthusiastic to learn more about 
his teacher, Jazell. In their interview, he asked 
about some of her favorite things... and his!
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The children have been developing spatial relations and expressing themselves creatively and  

visually through building wooden sculptures with glue. The project was presented in three parts 
and new components were added at each stage of building. The sculptures turned out amazingly, 

and they were as unique as each child! 

CLASS 4A M/W/F
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We keep the puzzle shelf always open in our classroom, with choices such as 7-10 piece story  
puzzles, animal puzzles, and numeric puzzles. The children enjoy playing with the puzzles,  

which develop their ability to analyze, sequence, and problem solve! 

CLASS 4A T/TH
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The art shelf is a popular area in our classroom. The children use the materials for making lovely art 
projects that are often earmarked for a loved one (“this one is for my mommy!”), and also for  

developing their writing grip through the use of pipsqueak markers, golf pencils, and crayon rocks! 

CLASS 4A PM
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CLASS 4B AM
 

Both 4B classes celebrated the Lunar New Year; a festive celebration that included  
a Dragon Dance with drums on the roof, lantern making, a book about the Chinese Zodiac,  

and dumplings the children helped to make at snack time! 
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One of our busiest areas is the writing/drawing table that the children enjoy for the social aspect, as 
well as honing their skills using writing and drawing instruments. It’s organized to make it easy  

to access the materials they want, and we continually change the materials to promote creativity,  
problem-solving skills, and experimentation! 

CLASS 4B PM
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You'll need:

• Yellow construction paper
• Small pieces of red  

and white paper
• Plate
• Scissors
• Black marker
• Glue

Here's a fun craft project inspired by SPRING... Let the Sun shine!

KID'S CORNER

Via www.woojr.com

Create laughter by filling out and reading aloud a fun spring themed Mad Lib!

Spring is one of the  _____________________  seasons.  The other three seasons are  _____________________,
                                            number                                                                                                                    noun
_____________________ ,  and  ___________________ .  Spring happens early in the year if you live   _______________________
            noun                                noun        adjective
  

of the equator and late in the year if you live  _______________________  of it. 
                                                                                                     adjective

Spring is a time when baby   _____________________________________    and   _____________________________________  are born.                                                
                                                               plural noun; animals            plural noun; animals        
                  
You should carry a   _______________________  to keep dry, 
                                              noun

because it tends to  _______________________   more often in spring.
                                            verb 

FUN FACTS ABOUT SPRING 

Use the plate to draw a circle on 
yellow paper and cut out the circle. 
Make radial cuts to make rays, leav-
ing a solid circle in the center.

Take two rays on opposite sides 
of the circle, fold one ray on top 
of the other and carefully glue 
them together. 

Repeat this with alternating rays. 
Use two white circles to make 
eyes and a piece of red paper  
to make a mouth for your Sun!
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The children in 3A AM are working on creating a submarine, and in 3A PM, they're working  
on a neighborhood! By offering interesting manipulatives such as fun things that sink and float  

in the water table, or Magna-Tiles on a light table, we encourage independent exploration,  
flexibility, communication, and collaboration. 

CLASS 3A AM
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We have classroom jobs that rotate throughout the year so the children are able to carry out differ-
ent responsibilities and work together. The jobs require the children to consider their own thinking 

(Blogger), consider the needs of others (Class Sunshine), and engage in teamwork  
by carrying out simple tasks as a pair (Book Collector, Snack Helper). 

CLASS 3A PM
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We’ve been using a voice level chart to help the children regulate their voices at various times  
of day, such as roof time is loud and book time is whisper; making salads using recycled materials  

to represent tomatoes, greens, and cheese; and building aquariums with felt to simulate water  
and sea creatures, to encourage aquarium play! 

CLASS 3B
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We’ve been exploring storytelling through classic folk tales and writing our own stories.  

The children excitedly act out stories such as Abiyoyo, as well as their own stories,  
allowing them to engage with the details of storytelling in a concrete and active way.  

Their faces beam with pride when they see their stories transformed into a play!

CLASS 2A
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The children have been exploring and discovering through interactions with materials around  

the classroom, such as slime and water. Experimenting with slime of varying viscosity,  
and liquid motion bottles of water and bubble solution, the children gained sensory experiences  

that allowed them to learn from and challenge each other! 

CLASS 2B
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THE OFFICE MANAGER SAYS…
An interview with Alania Appleton, All Souls Office Manager, by Arun Mehta, 2B

Here we highlight one of the newer members 
of the All Souls School family with an interview  
of Alania Appleton, who joined All Souls in 
September 2018, by Arun Mehta, a student 
in 2B.

ALL SOULS, ALL VOICES

Arun: What’s your favorite thing to do at All Souls?
Alania: My favorite thing to do is hang out with the 
staff.  Susan, Susan, and Jennifer are really fun.
Arun: My favorite thing is playing in my classroom —  
playing in the boat.  What did you do before you came 
to All Souls?
Alania: I was working at another preschool, The Man-
dell Preschool.
Arun: What do you like best about your workspace?
Alania: I like the porthole because sometimes people 
don’t see me, but I see them– and then when they do 
see me they are surprised.  The porthole is my favor-
ite thing, it reminds me of a boat.
Arun: Remember when I saw you in the Library?  My 
favorite part of my classroom is the boat area, I’m 
there almost every day.  Where did you grow up?

Alania: When I was a child I grew up on the island 
of Jamaica.  It’s really nice, there are beaches and it’s 
sunny, and I lived in the country part, so we had goats, 
and cows, and pigs.  
Arun: When did you move here?
Alania: When I was 6 years old.
Arun: When do you go back to Jamaica?
Alania: I try to go every year, but I haven’t been back 
since 2014.  This year I’m planning to go back.
Arun: I go to visit my family in Virginia, and I visit my 
family in India.  How many people are there in your 
family?
Alania: I have three older sisters, I’m the youngest of 
four.  I have 7 nieces and nephews, and I have a son 
myself, he is going to be 14 and is going into high 
school.
Arun: What is your favorite thing to do every day?
Alania: I like to use the computer, I love the computer!
Arun: I like the computer and so does my brother.  
My favorite thing at home every day is to play with 
my blue buses — they look like actual blue buses!  
The blue buses are M1s and they are not long — 
they’re short.  The long buses are the M101, M102, 
and M103.  What is your favorite thing to do in New 
York City?
Alania: In New York City my favorite thing to do is to 
go to the circus in the summertime.
Arun: My favorite thing is to take the bus to the bus 
depot on 99th Street.  What is your favorite classroom 
to visit?
Alania: 2B, because you tell me who is there when I 
take attendance.
Arun: You might want to look at the job chart...I mean 
the choice chart, so whoever is not in a choice is ev-
erybody who is not there that day.  What time do you 
go home?
Alania: I leave here at 4:30, and when I leave I go to 
school.
Arun: What do you go to school for?
Alania: I’m finishing up my degree in Psychology.
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ALL SOULS ON THE MOVE

1.  Is your seed small or big? Round or square? Show me with your body.

2. Now hold your seed very still and very tight as if it was buried in the soil.

3. Soon it begins to rain (use scarfs to mimic rain falling on the seed, or gently 
tap with your hand) and the seed slowly begins to “wake up” (ask your child 
what this would look like - rocking side to side, rolling, shaking, wiggling).

4. As the seed soaks in the water, it very slowly begins to sprout (“How slow can 
you grow? What does your seed look like now that it has sprouted?).

5. The seedling begins to push through the dirt slowly as it grows even bigger 
(“What does it look like when you have to push something very heavy? What 
does you seedling look like now that it is even bigger?).

6. The sun is shining bright and the plant starts to grow petals one by one until 
you are a beautiful flower (What does your flower look like? What type of flower 
is it? What color is it? What shape is it?). Your flower can even make it’s petals 
dance in the sun!

7. The sun goes down, the flower begins to droop, and slowly makes its way 
back down into the ground (How slow can you close your petals? Can you push 
your way back into the dirt? Can you become the tiniest most still seed?) 

Talk about all the movements the life cycles of a flower make — rocking,  
wiggling, pushing, growing, swaying, poking, bending, drooping etc. You can 
play music to inspire your flower cycle dance like The Carnival of the Animals 
by Camille Saint-Saëns.

I like to explore the use of movement in the early childhood classroom to inspire thinking, learning, and discovery. 
Building on where the students’ interests lie, we might play with our shadows, create an obstacle course,  
or become flowers that grow out of the dirt, and these are just a few ideas we have explored in movement. 
Movement can help to enrich a process-oriented curriculum and effectively reach children with diverse learning 
styles. For young children who are not always able to find the words to express themselves, movement can 
often be their means of communicating.

Life Cycle of a Flower Dance 

Spring is a great time to explore how flowers and plants grow! You and your child can go exploring in the park, down 
the block, or out in the country. Try to find seeds, seedlings, buds, plants, and flowers. Take a look at all the different 
colors, shapes, sizes, and places you find them (in the ground, on a tree etc.). You can use all of these findings in the 
following activity that can be done inside or outside:

A FUN EXERCISE FROM OUR MOVEMENT SPECIALIST, 
KRISTINA WALTON
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THE ALL SOULS SCHOOL ROOFTOP PLAYGROUND & THE COURTYARD 

At the heart of the Reggio Emilia approach is the concept of the environment as a teacher.   
See how the outdoor environment at All Souls School provides students with endless learning  

opportunities and fosters their creativity.

ALL SOULS, OUTDOORS

The rooftop playground at All Souls School is a special 
space for students that enriches their imaginations and 
play with the same thoughtfulness of setting and experi-
ences found in All Souls classrooms.  
Designed with plenty of space for children to run, ride a 
scooter, or pedal a trike, students find a wide arrangement 
of engaging activities on the rooftop - a climbing wall, 
imagination blocks, basketball hoops, and many more won-
derfully accessible materials that transform students minds 
through creative play.

At the center is the wood slate house that children 
have imagined as an ice cream parlor and a pizza bak-
ery, serving hungry classmates imaginary treats from 
the counter window.  Snow means shovels and buck-
ets, and home furnishings for the house are invented 
with imagination blocks.
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The rooftop playground provides a special and complementary 
role for students’ classroom play. Play that begins in the class-
room may extend to outdoor play by substituting materials suited 
to each environment.  The boat built by 2B was first envisioned in 
the classroom with drawings and then built using classroom ma-
terials.  The boat play was later reimagined on the rooftop play-
ground using imagination blocks and other outdoor materials.

Play that begins on the roof may also transform into classroom 
play by employing materials unique to each environment.  Class 
4B PM’s robot began in the outdoor environment as rooftop 
play with imagination blocks, and the students then extended 
this play indoors when they brought their robot to life in the 
classroom environment using an array of creative resources.  

From the rooftop playground students have a view onto the 
All Souls courtyard nestled between the All Souls Church en-
trance, the All Souls Friendship and Memory Wall, the school, 
and the hustle and bustle of Lexington Avenue.  The courtyard 
environment is where students are greeted by fellow class-
mates and friends daily upon arriving at school, as well as by 
the bluestone sculpture of the two children, Milka and Tirza, 
who adorn the garden bordering the walkway to the All Souls 
School’s entrance.  This inviting space embodies the Reggio 
Emilia concept of the piazza and serves as a central meeting 
place for the All Souls community.
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This is My Dollhouse, by Giselle 
Potter, is a story about two little 
girls who have their own dollhous-
es. The first girl describes her hand-
made dollhouse in great detail from 
the bricks she painted on the out-
side, the wallpaper she drew on the 
inside, the fancy clothes she made 
for her dolls, and the little elevator 
she made out of a paper cup. She is 
proud of her house and has lots of 
fun using her creativity and imagina-
tion — until she discovers her friend 
Sophie’s “perfect” store bought 
house. Sophie thinks her house 
with everything matching is pretty 
perfect too, until both girls discov-
er that the handmade dollhouse is 
really a lot more fun.

Plan a visit to see the Stet-
theimer Dollhouse at the Mu-
seum of the City of New York —  
most of the items in the 12-room 
dollhouse were handmade by 
Stettheimer over the span of 20 
years!

Ms. Frizzle’s Adventures: Medie-
val Castle, by Joanna Cole and 
Bruce Degen, follows Ms. Frizzle, 
Arnold, and her other  students on 
a time-travel trip to a 12th century 
English Castle. There’s plenty of ac-
tion and comic byplay, but along the 
way readers will learn a good deal 
about the purpose of castles, their 
structure, their history, and the so-
cial roles of those who lived in and 
around them.

Take your child to visit the Belvedere 
Castle in Central Park or the Arms 
and Armor Exhibit at The Metropol-

itan Museum of Art. 
Create a castle 

at home with   
ccardboard      
boxes and 
add castle 
details like 
c r e n e l s ,  
a portcullis, 

towers, and 
a parapet! 

Sandbear, by Shen Roddie, the 
mounds of shifting sand inspire 
Hare to sculpt a bear, but the har-
ried Hare doesn’t take pains with his 
art. He tosses sand about to fash-
ion an ursine body, pokes in a single 
strand of sand grass for an arm and 
slaps on a piece of driftwood for the 
nose. He abandons the sand sculp-
ture without another thought, but 
Sandbear shivers to life, an eager-
to-please gentle giant. 

Sandbear hears Hare’s cries for help 
and sacrifices himself for his friend.  
A regretful Hare uses the same sand 
to create a new Sandbear, this time 
with strong arms for hugging; bigger, 
bright eyes for seeing; and a B-I-G 
mouth for sharing food on picnics. 
Sandbear is a delightful creature who 
will enchant children and make them 
long for their very own sand friends.

Who can resist playing with sand, 
whether on the beach or in the sand 
box! 

A L L  S O U L S
BOOK SELECTIONS FROM OUR LIBRARIAN, 

MARI SCHERMEYER

For this issue’s Environment theme, I chose three books that are all set in different environments,  
and that are appealing to young children’s ideas for play, fun, and exploration. I hope you enjoy them! 
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S T O R Y  +  S O N G

When we all come together for our monthly sing, an environment of song is created.  
The sound of the singing is created by, and envelopes, all of us. 

AN INTERACTIVE SONG FROM OUR MUSIC SPECIALIST, 
"BANJO BILL" GORDH 

“Love is something if you give it away…  
Give it away, give it away…  
Love is something if you give it away… You’ll 
end up having more.” 

-Malvina Reynolds

Now our singing is informed by the outside world’s envi-
ronment. What happens next? The song tells us a story: 

It rained a mist
It rained a mist
It rained all over the town, town, town
It rained all over the town

Now our singing is informed by the outside world’s environ-
ment. What happens next? The song tells us a story:

The boys and girls came out to play
Tossing the ball around, round, round
Tossing the ball around.

Through the singing of the song, we go out into the rain and 
play. Then what?

At first they passed the ball so low
And then they passed it so high, high, high
Then they passed it so high.

And then?

They tossed it into a lady’s garden
Where roses and lilies lie, lie, lie
Where roses and lilies lie.

Our song of a rain has led us into a flower garden. Now let’s 
go outside in song and see what we can do. So we sing: 

What shall we do when we all go out 
All go out, all go out 
What shall we do when we all go out
When we all go out to play?

Then we sing the children’s ideas. If it’s not raining, the sun 
may be out. The sun brings a song everyone likes to sing that 
personifies the feeling it gives us: You are My Sunshine. As we 
sing, we create an environment of empathy, sharing, laughter 
and ideas: 
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Many thanks to the parents, students, teachers, and administrators who contributed to this issue,  
and a special thank you to Ilya Laufer for photo coordination!  

ALL SOULS ONLINE
Visit  www.allsoulsschoolnyc.org for an array of information from 

downloadable forms, class pages, the school calendar, and many more photos. 

THE NEWSLETTER TEAM

Shima Ebrahimi: Co-Chair | Content
Kristine Valois: Co-Chair | Content
Dasha Shirokova: Co-Chair | Design
Paloma Pargaci: Photography Chair

Bok Rivera, Lorraine Godfrey, Andrew Farnsworth, InSung Cho: Photography team

MAY 30th 2019 
FESTIVAL OF FRIENDS 4:00—7:00 pm

The Gunnar Johannsen/Kefalidis Tuition Assistance Fund Fully supported by contributions from parents and friends, 
as well as the proceeds of the Annual Benefit, scholarships are awarded on the basis of need by a non-parent com-
mittee of the Board of Trustees. 

The Dr. Jean Mandelbaum Teachers’ Enrichment Fund This fund allows teachers to attend professional conferences, 
pursue educational interests, and receive short-term, no-interest loans.

The Director’s Fund for Children’s Special Needs Started with a large donation from a school family, this fund: helps 
provide consultants (such as speech therapists, psychologists, and social workers) to the staff; adds materials or per-
sonnel to the classroom when special circumstances arise; and provides the Director with the ability to meet unex-
pected needs appropriately and promptly.

Unrestricted Needs Fund As a not-for-profit institution, the school depends on donations to this fund to help sup-
port operating activities.

WHAT WE DO WITH WHAT YOU GIVE TO THE ANNUAL APPEAL
Want to know where your donations go? 

Here’s a quick list of the funds that support our school:  

SAVE THE DATE 


